MIDTERM PORTFOLIO

OF AP ENGLISH ESSAYS

Overview

During this term, you have written a series essays and received feedback on them. Now you have the opportunity to select two of your pieces, improve on them, and submit them as the midterm portfolio. You may only select pieces for which you can produce the rough draft. The portfolio submissions must be polished and of high quality. They must show evidence of extensive editing and progress.   

Possible Pieces

1. The Bluest Eye passage
2. “The Secret Sharer” passage






3. Bleak House passage

4. Rime of the Ancient Mariner essay

5. Frankenstein essay
6. Heart of Darkness essay


Submission Guidelines and Due Date

Each essay should be approximately 500-750 words. On the due date, please staple everything together in the following order:


Good copy of essay 1


Rough copy of essay 1


Good copy of essay 2
Rough copy of essay 2

Due Date

The portfolio is due at the beginning of class on Monday, April 11th.

Evaluation

The two pieces you submit will be evaluated collectively with the AP rubric scale, from 0-9. The Midterm Portfolio is worth approximately 15% of the course.

AP ENGLISH ESSAY RUBRIC

	
	60%-69%
	70%-79%
	80%-89%
	90%-100%

	Knowledge            
· knowledge of literary terms and selection of examples and quotations
	· limited understanding of and correct application of literary terms

· limited or vague  examples or quotations that weakly support thesis or point


	· some understanding of and correct application of literary terms

· some examples or quotations that somewhat support thesis or point


	· accurate understanding of and appropriate application of literary terms

· specific, perceptive examples and quotations that clearly support thesis or point
	· sophisticated understanding and application of literary terms

· specific, insightful examples and quotations that significantly support thesis or point

	Thinking                


· synthesis and development 
of ideas
	· limited original ideas

· recognizes limited important data

· limited analysis with limited insight
	· attempts synthesis

· evidence of some evaluation

· evidence of some analysis and insight
	· synthesizes ideas

· careful evaluation of data

· evidence of original thinking and insight
	· synthesizes complex ideas

· sophisticated evaluation of ideas

· generates original and keen insights

	Organization         


· focus, clarity, 
and logic of organization
	· broad or limited focus

· awkward or simplistic introduction or conclusion

· minimally or awkwardly organized

· needs additional transitions
· minimal or awkward integration of quotations
	· generally focused

· weak introduction and conclusion 

· somewhat loosely organized

· need more appropriate and precise transitions
· somewhat smooth integration of quotations
	· adequately focused

· somewhat effective introduction and conclusion 

· logical organization

· transitions used precisely where necessary
· smooth integration of quotations
	· sharply focused

· provocative and appealing introduction and conclusion 

· clearly and artfully organized

· skilful use of transitions
· sophisticated integration of quotations

	Syntax & Diction               


· variety and quality of sentence structure and diction 
	· limited sentence variety

· relies on a few simple patterns

· repetitive structure or awkward syntax, may be too wordy

· simple vocabulary
	· some sentence variety

· attempts sophisticated patterns

· some consideration of syntax

· acceptable vocabulary


	· appropriate variety

· some use of sophisticated structures

· effective use of syntax

· effective vocabulary furthers meaning
	· variety enhances style and effect

· sophisticated patterns

· elegant sentences

· rich, effective vocabulary 



	Mechanics           

· accuracy of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing 
	· frequent errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and/or paragraphing distract from meaning
	· errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and/or paragraphing do not interfere with meaning
	· few errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing
	· very few or no errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and paragraphing


